	Erikson’s Eight Stages of Man – Development towards Maturity (Compared to Freud and Piaget)



	Stage
	Age Period
	Basic

Component
	Developmental Task

to be achieved
	Developmental Hazard
	Freud’s

Psychosexual Stages
	Piaget’s

Cognitive Stages

	1
	Infancy

(Birth to 1-1.5)


	Trust v. Mistrust
	Sense of trust or security – derived from affection and gratification of needs
	Neglect, abuse or deprivation of consistent and appropriate love in infancy; harsh or early weaning
	Oral Stage (0-18 months)

Pleasure centers on the mouth – sucking, biting and chewing


	Sensorimotor (birth to 2 years)

Experiencing the world through senses and actions(looking, touching, mouthing, grasping; Object Permanence and Stranger anxiety

	2
	Early Childhood
(1 –3 Years)


	Autonomy v. Shame/Doubt
	Sense of autonomy – child viewing himself as an individual in his own right, apart from parents, although dependent
	Conditions which interferes with the child’s achieving feelings of adequacy or his learning skills such as walking
	Anal Stage (18-36 months)

Pleasure focuses on bowel and bladder elimination; coping with demands for control


	

	3
	Preschool

(3 – 5 Years)


	Initiative v. Guilt
	Sense of initiative – period of vigorous reality testing, imagination and imitation of adult behavior
	Overly strict discipline, internalization of rigid ethical attitudes which interfere with the child’s spontaneity and reality testing
	Phallic Stage (3-6 years)

Genitals are pleasure zone; adjustment in coping with incestuous feelings (Oedipal/Electra complexes); Identification resolves issues leading to gender identity
	Preoperational (2-6 years)

Using words and images; lacking logical reasoning; Egocentrism, language development and pretend play

	4
	School Age

(6 – 11 Years)
	Industry v. Autonomy
	Sense of duty and accomplishment – laying aside of fantasy and play undertaking real tasks, developing academic and social competence 
	Excessive competition, personal limitations, or other conditions which lead to experiences of failure, resulting in feelings of inferiority and poor work habits
	Latency (6- puberty)

Dormant sexual feelings and same sex play


	Concrete Operational (about 7-11) Logical thinking about concrete events; concrete analogies and arithmetic operations; Conservation

	5
	Adolescence

(12 – 18 Years)
	Identity v. Identity Confusion
	Sense of identity – clarification in adolescence of who one is and what one’s role is
	Failure of society to provide clearly defined roles and standards; formation of cliques which provide clear but not always desirable roles and standards


	Genital Stage (puberty on)

Maturation of sexual interests


	Formal Operational (about 12-adulthood) Abstract Reasoning; Abstract Logic and potential for moral reasoning

	6
	Young Adulthood

(19 – 35 Years)
	Intimacy v. Isolation
	Sense of intimacy – ability to establish close personal relationships with members of both sexes
	Cultural and personal factors which lead to psychological isolation or to formal rather than warm personal relations
	
	

	7
	Adulthood

(35 – 50 Years)


	Generativity v. Stagnation
	Parental sense – productivity and creativity for others as well as self
	Failure to master developmental tasks, resulting in egocentric nonproductivity
	
	

	8
	Mature Adulthood

(50 + Years)_
	Ego Integrity v. Despair
	Sense of integrity – acceptance of the dominant ideals of one’s culture, sense of continuity of past, present and future and the meaningfulness of life
	Lack of tradition, consistent values, and support from culture leaves much for the individual to work out for himself; thus many are unable to find meaning in life and to accept its limitations


	
	


